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Following each basketball season, a student-athlete from both the men’s and women’s
basketball team will recognized for their overall team leadership both on and off the court. 

The awards are named in honor of Leland Byrd who served as Director of Athletics at West
Virginia University from 1972 to 1978. Dr. Byrd was an outstanding basketball player at
WVU (1945-1948) and women’s basketball became an intercollegiate sport at WVU during
his tenure as athletic director (1974).

The head coach from each program shall recommend a student-athlete to the Athletic
Council for confirmation. The award shall be presented at the team’s annual dinner.


